Oxford Case Histories in Respiratory Medicine is part of the Oxford Case Histories series and comprises 44 detailed and well-ordered clinical scenarios in a question and answer format. Each case study and set of investigations are real and, as a whole, comprehensively covers the current respiratory curriculum making the book well suited to trainees sitting the specialist exams and consultants as a point of reference.
This type of textbook allows the history and investigations to be revealed in stages and the approach feels comfortingly similar to reviewing a new patient in clinic with the advantage that one only needs to turn the page for the answers. The discussion sections are all referenced and the latest relevant guidelines are summarised and the important points are included within the text. What I found very appealing was the ease at which I could dip in and out of the book afterwards, if I required further information on a particular subject. With each scenario, I have been able to glean at least one nugget of knowledge, often many more, that will undoubtedly improve my management of that condition the next time I come across it either in clinic or on the ward.
Perhaps the only negative point regarding this book is that occasionally the finer details on a couple of the computed tomography scans and plain radiographs pose more of a challenge to decipher than one would anticipate if viewing the images on the monitor in the hospital. However, this is a minor point and certainly would not dissuade me from shouting its praises from the rooftops (or purchasing it).
In short, I would recommend this textbook highly and it has already become a permanent fixture in my work bag.
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